                                        AECHMEA ‘GOLDLINES’                        by Geoff Lawn





Of uncertain origin is an Aechmea variegate in Perth collections for at least 8 years but not common in Queensland according to one leading Brisbane grower. This largish plant to 1 metre tall had been labelled Aechmea lindenii ’Variegata’ ( now A. comata) to distinguish it from the other variegate A. comata v. makoyana. The plant itself seems to be midway between A. caudata and A. comata and does not match any of the descriptions in the sub-genus Ortgiesia.


The rather upright almost tubular rosette of 10-12 mossy-green-grey leaves each with a slightly purplish base are about 6cm wide and to 1 metre long. The leaf  blade has tiny 2mm long spines and the tips are rounded and cusped. The variegation is cream to rich yellow striations through the central leaf blades, not always consistent as some leaves have broad stripes, others are more lineated or  in medio-picta form. Unfortunately this variegation is not stable and occasionally reverts to all-green pups.


The erect  summer-blooming spike some 13 - 15 cm long has a densely white flocculose scape 50- 55cm long with narrowly-triangular, overlapping russet-red scape bracts which soon become stramineous. The inflorescence is polystichous, dense, cylindrical, simple but occasionally branched at the base. It terminates in a coma. The ovaries are green with a farinose covering and merge into the pink sepals. The 10mm long petals are yellow and hooded. Post-floral, the long-lasting (3-4 months) green ovaries turn burnt-orange and finally black if  seed is set.


This variegate’s stripes do not “pink-up” in maximum light and to distinguish it from other allied variegates in this group, it has been decided to name it Aechmea ‘Goldlines’, as it is probably a hybrid. This cultivar reproduces by short 2-3cm long stolons and could not be considered prolific, hence its relative scarcity to date.
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